Ciatn e LA e, e ik

Approyed For Release 2004/12/15 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000700560063-8 .

o .

[140] Sept. 20 ° Public Papers of the Presidents

140 Letter to General William J. Donovan on tie
Termination of the Office of Strategic Services. ' L
September 20, 1945 '

-

My dear General Donovan:

/
I appreciate very much the work which you and your staff undger ) ]
took, beginning prior to. the Japanese surrender, to liquidate those war. icr
time activities of the Office of Strategic Services which will not ke - ot
" needed in time of peace. Hig
Timely steps should also be taken to conserve those resources nd ren
skills developed within your organization which are vital to our neace. par
time purposes. . Oc
Accordingly, I have today directed, by Executive order, that tac 1
activities of the Research and Analysis Branch and the Presentation rest
Branch of the Office of Strategic Services be transferred to the State of ¢
Department. ‘This transfer, which is effective as of October 1, 1945, jate
represents the beginning of the development of a coordinated system fem
& . of foreign intelligence within the permanent framework of the req
i -~ .. Government. ' _ Stat
i ‘ e Consistent with the foregoing, the Executive order provides for the I
{ ~ transfer of the remaining activities of the Office of Strategic Servicesto - hen
il : the War Department; for the abolition of the Office of Strategic Serv» - age
‘\ : . ices; and for the continued orderly liquidation of some of the activitics thrc
1 . of the Office without interrupting other services of a military nature the
f-'f the need for which vylll continue for some time. ‘ y Thi
I I want to take this occasion to thank you for the capable leadershin fore
1 you have brought to a vital wartime activity in your capacity as Director .
of Strategic Services. You may well find satisfaction in the achieve- ton
ments of the Office and take pride in your own contribution to them, = the
These are in themselves large rewards. Great additional reward for
your efforts should lie in the knowledge that the peacetime intelligence
services of the Government are being erected on the foundation of the [The
© facilities and resources mobilized through the Office’ of Strategic
Services during the war.
. . : . Sincerely yours, L

Harry S. TRUMAN
[Major General William J. Donovan, Director of Strategic Services]
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Harry S. Truman, 1945 Sept. 20 [141]

i1 Letter to Secretary Byrnes Concerning the Development
of a Foreign Intelligence Program. ~ Sepiember 20, 1945

iy dear Mr. Secretary:

i .iave today signed an Executive order which provides for the trans-
%r to the State Department of the functions, personnel, and other re-
sources of the Research and Analysis Branch and the Presentation

pranch of the Office of Strategic Services. The order also transfers the

remaining activities of the Office of Strategic Services to the War De-

partment and abolishes that Office. These changes become effective -

3.

Qctober 1, 1945.

The above transfcr to the State Department will provide you with
«zsources which we save agreed you will need to aid in the development -

of our foreign policy, and will assure that pertinent experience accumu-
lated during the war will be preserved and used in mecting the prob-

lems of the peace. Those readjustments and reductions which are =~
required in order to gear the transferred activities and resources into -

State Department operations should be made as soon as practicable.
I particularly desire that you take the lead in developing a compre-
hensive and coordinated foreign intelligence program for all Federal

agencies concerned with that type of activity. This should be done.
through the creation of an interdepartmental group, heading up under’
the State Department, which would formulate plans for my approval. .
This procedure will permit the planning of complete coverage of the

foreign intelligence field and the assigning and controlling of opera-
tions in such manner that the needs of both the individual agencies and

the Government as a whole will be met with maximum effccuvcncss. _

Sincerely yours,
" Harry S, TrumaN

[Tae Honorable, The Secretary of State] . ... . \ <
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